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I These were not attempts to establish negotiations. 



[1] The USG did not want to negotiate. 
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-"...the United States,... saw the possiblity of winning 

its objective in Vietnam through the application of 

18848 

military force rather than through a negotiating 

compromise settlement." 

-supporting quotations: , 
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[2] Consequently, only when under sufficient domestic and 

international pressure would the USG offer even the 

appearance of attempting to establish negotiations. 

-"...the United States embarked on the road of negotiations 


...only when there started to be an antiwar movement 
in the United States, and when public opinion in the 
United States began to be something that was of concern 
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to the President, the Pentagon, and the State 
Department, and when international public opinions 
started to cry r out against the bombing of Vietnam.... 
a lot of the diplomacy on the part of the United States 
was stage management to create a political effect, 
to create an image that the United States was 
• -sincerely seeking a settlement, when, in fact, it 

was seeking to impose a settlement by military force." 
-supporting quotations: 
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[3] Such 'attempts' were not genuine; the USG responded to 
signs of DRV flexibility with escalation. 

-"...repeated pattern of American military escalation... 
just at times when the North Vietnamese either make 
a statement or a gesture that seems to be a softening 
of their position or seems to take a more flexible 
line. Then the bombing intensifies and the escalation 
intensifies and the Vietnamese pull pack from the 
gesture that they have made and the attempt to 
Create peace talks collapses." 













-supporting quotations: 
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- *• ' explained ' 

15.178 

explained 

explained 

[4] 3d Party intermediaries c riticized this policy. 

-"...even America's diplomatic allies find that the 

American position is more rigid and intransigeant and 

the United States is more opposed to getting peace talks 

% 

going than the North Vietnamese...considerable 
criticism of the United States by our allies." 

-supporting quotations: 
explained 
17.85 
16.95-96 

II Even if these were attempts to begin negotiations, no 1969 

release could have adversely affected the negotiations already 
established. 

[5] A pattern of leaking of contacts never stopped new contacts 
from beginning. 

-"...the twelve different tracks are, more or less, 

kept in secrecy at the time that the diplomatic contacts are 
being attempted, but there is also a pattern that shows 
a continual...leaking of information that would kind 
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of blow the secrecy and expose the fact that the 
secret talks were going on...And the fact that 
, the secrecy is.blown...never...stops new talks, new 
contacts, new attempts at peace gestures from taking 
place." 

[6] The 1969 Paris talks are not a consequence of any of the 
contacts through the period 1964-1968. (Those talks were 
the result of the TET offensive and the New Hampshire 
primary). 

-"...all of this diplomatic talks, all pf these twelve 
attempts to get contacts going, to get th£ United 
States and North Vietnam around the peace table 
resulted in stalemate, breakdown, collapse, and in 
no case did they result in actually getting the 
Paris peace talks going in the spring of 1968... 

What seems...to have encouraged the setting up of 
the Paris peace talks in 1968 is the TET offensive, 
....the New Hampshire primary." 
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III Conclusion Questions 

1969 release "could have affected the ongoing negotiations? 

* r 

No;,basis? 

-"...these attempts to get talks going all expire. 

They never do get talks going." Because the USG 
continued to refuse to recognize the NLF and the 
principle of withdrawal, these contacts could never 
have produced negotiations. 

"...success in negotiations depended very much on 
matters of substance, not administrative procedures. 

ft 

-The matters of substance: 
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18902 
18902 
18925 


US position explained 
-15.189 

Vietnamese position explained 
-15.28-29 
-15.58 
-18.194-195 
-18.198 

Relationship of conversation with Pham Van Dong in 
1965 to the Treaty in 1973. 

-Only the pressure of "public opinion" and "the Vietnam 
situation" brought about negotiations. 
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-The situation in 1969 was different-negotiations, not 
just contacts, had begun: "There wasn't the same 
need for 3d parties.because the North Vietnamese and 
the United States and the National Liberation Front 
representatives could meet each other at a hotel 
in Paris every week according to schedule." 

1969 release could be used as a pretext to break off talks? 
-"..(the Vietnamese! had plenty of pretexts because of 
the bombing...it didn't need any information con¬ 
tained in these volumes to justify what they 

t 

already said they believed about the United States, 
that it was deceptive and seeking a military 
solution and was untrustworthy." 








